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SERMON XXI.

. - . e
Puirie, 1, 27.

Only let your C. o)n);r ation be as becometh the Gofpel o-

Inifters of the Gofpel Gregor. Nyffen compareth to Azych 19,
Schoolmafters, who as they have different matures — f45:,
and tempers to deal with, o they (hould have Wif~
dome to obferve it,and accommodate themfcivcs ac-

“cordingly. -Sare our bkfled Apottle had,: apd thescfore knew
when to comfart and encoyrage, avd on the centrary, when he
had juft occafion durft botlrchide and firike. “So -hehad.a Red
for the unruly Cerintbians, 1 Cor. 4. 21. audif the Galatins
will play the Truants in Chrilt’s Scheool; flide back from the
Truth of the Gofpel, he will not be- Topgue-ticd. O foolifh
Galatians,who.bath bewitched you ? Chap. 3.5, -But let the Thf7
Jalonians receive the #Word mith joy, apd practife ig fo as.they bes
come Examples 1 others, 1 Thef: 1. 6;7.. . Then inftead of chi-’
ding, you (hall hesr him boafting.of them. .#hat is onr bope and
joy: or Crown.of rejuycing? Avenot ye? &c. 1 Theff. 2. 19. And
for our Philippiansy; lct them ac the firlt eatestain the Golpel,4ét.
16--and continue Redfaftin that-Fellowybip; Philip, 1.5, at the
filt when he ported from; Macedonia, let them commupicase to big
wants,Chap,-4. 15. and osee and again, when he was at 7/ byffis
lomicay v- 16. and now again, when he is Prifoner at Rome,lect
their love flowrifb again(v.10.)in {ending to him by Ep.apbroditus,
(2. 18, 19.)their bgemTihe cx, fomething to fuitiin their Ghoftly
Father, whocould not now provide to: himf{clf (which was the
occafion of his writing this Epiitle) and ‘then he cannot mention
or remember them, but he muft thawk God for them, Chap. 1. 3.
Yea then they are his ayawutol ¢wiwbalo1,Chap. 4. 1. His dear-
ly beloved,and longed forsbis Joy and Crown. And therefore though
he cannot for the prefent come and bring: his thanks, ver he hopes
he fhall ere-long,and mean-while from Prifon’ which the Chuich
of God is beholden totor mott of his Episiles, as Bczi well ob-
fexves) he writes and fends &his as an acknowledgment of sheir love,
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and as a token of bisoww.  Bat left any (hould ey B35 txiyAZT.
&Y or think that their Gift was like a School-boys Nofegay
which he giveth to his Mafter to fave him from a whipping, and.
his Gain the Caufe why he was {o indulgent; as in particular he
profefleth againft it,Chap. 1. So the general carriage of this Chap-
ter plainly fheweth, that for all their bounty he would not make
them wantons, and therefore after the Infcription and Congra-
tulation inthe 11 firft Verfes of this Chapter, whichis the firft
part of it, and a Narration of the fuccefs and event of hisaf-
feions from the 12th tothe 27th, whith is the fecond part
there is a third part begun in the Text, and contmucdin tie fb-
quel of the Epiftle 5 wherein he calleth for fomething elfe,which
would be far more acceptable to him than their former benchi-
cence,in general fet down in the words I have read.mdvov aficsé
tuoyyehis T8 X2 5% wohrrévde.  Only let yowr Comver[ation be
Jiuch, as it becometh the Gofpel of Chrift.. ‘
- The firft word Méver being a corre@®ive, and a tranficive Par~
ticle, may-accordingly have a double reference : either to his
coming again to themn immediately before fpoken of, which whe-
ther it did-afterward -tothe ¢o'pafs I fay net, becaufe I find the
Judgments of Interpretdrs diffetent abeoat 'it. - His own words-
ave memaibeks Sid\e, vi 25. andithey found a confident affarince:-
and yet here, as corre@ing himfelf, or rather as paffing it by, as
though he had faid, versm de me viderit Dominws, 8c. asCalvin
expreflethit; What-ever becomes of me, I leave that to God,
only do you your duty, Onlyles yoxr Cosverfation be foich as be-
tometh the Gofpel : or if we take it tranfitively, whereby he palc
feth from the Preface of his Epiftle to the Body of it, as divers
Interpreters think, and refer it toall that went before, then it
would plainly mean thas much, That whereas God hath done
great things for you(which are (et down in the former pare of the
Chapter )-hath brought you to the felowfbip of the Gofpel, and (o
hath begun a geod workin you,and will pevfoit it so the ‘ddy of Chrifly
hath turned my afflitions (which otherwifc you might have
ftumbled at) to the furtherance of the Gofpel, and hath purpofed

to frec me from my Bonds for the furtherance of yowr Edification-

and Comfort 5 fecing, Ifay,that God hath-done o 'much for his
part, Quod religeumeft, &c. that whichis now wantinglieth
upon you to look to, and that, e#ly that you have your Comver
Jasion fo a5 may become the Gofpel of Ghrift.

But




om PHILIP, 127
But to leave that relative confideration of the words ; in them
abfolutely confidered we have thefe particulars. ’

1. Something to be ruled 3 That’s their. Converfusion, wohs=~

Telede, o

- -2+ The Rule, and that’s the Gofpel of Chrigt. -
-3+ And thirdly the Agreement, which muft be betwixt their
Converfation and this Rule, in-that word &fiws only let your
Couverfation be ar becomses the Gofpel of Chrift. '
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- For the irlt, the thing to be suled, sheir Converfation. The .

- word weArzeloua here ufed properly fignificth to govern a City
or Common-wealth, and thencg cometh, to figaity a man’s go-
~ verning bimfelf, whather in publick of private. And though I
confefs the word woArrea in the Greck Fathers commonly figni-

fies aMans behayiour and carriage in general,as likewife this Verb |
woNTslous, Aés 23. 1. Where Paul Gaithy Men and Breghren,
Eya tv mdoy ovvadiee &yaty memoNiTru 7 o6@hand therce

forc tranflated; I bave lived in all good Gomfeience before Gods yet
1 cannot fay,bat that both here and in other places it hath fome
seference to Men we converfe with, and thercfore though not ex-
cluding our inward and fpiritual fervice to Godward, yet elpeci-
ally intending our carriage towards others, sxr Converfation (as
ouss trasflate it) in civitand Chritian Society. . :
2.Now the Go]‘Pd of Cbrift i the Rule oux Copverfation mult be
fquared by,that fecond & betser Covemans,which Chrift is both the
Preacher and Subjeci of 5 and therefore here called His Gofpel. -
3. Which they and we all muft walk wortbyof.  So the words
found afies wohrredede, Nor would fome proud JuBtitiary
ftick pethaps hence to ground the worth and merit of his good
works and meanings. Nor do I deny but this word fignifieth fo
much ia fome other cafes,but notin this. No, Beloved': In this
fence we are wot worthy of the Crums thas fall from God's Table
(as our Church confefleth) and therefore much iefs of ¢hefe dain-
ties; which we have before prophefied of, Ifa. 25. 4. -'Afiws,
then, is asmuch as st comsenit, as Beza, quemadmodum deces, ac-
«cording to the Syriach Interpreter,- convenienter ¢ comspesenser,as
Mufcuins, or pro dignitate, asothers have it; that s, as is con-
~venicnt, and hitting, as becomethand will be for the honour of

the Gofpels that our lives and the Gofpel thould be like two

Tallies agreeing in every thing, or (as the word &fias as it com-
eth of %y fignifieth ) as though onr lives and the Gofpel being
put into two Ballances were in eguilibrio nos. for equality of

Aaa2 worth
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‘worth or weight, but for fitne(s and correfpondency.  Andfol

- take it in.Judcs thefe two, both which our Englith word becon-

eth here ufed includeth.

1. That our lives fhould ke an{werable and agreeable.

2. And thence (in the {fecond place) fuch as will not difgrace
and d#honour, but become and adorn the Gofpel of Chrift, which
we profefs.And that’s the duty which the ApofHe here commends
to his Philippians,and T now to your conlideration and pradife.

A duty,we might think,which every ingenuous temper would
be foon moulded to, that calls on him for ne more, than that he
wonld malll worthy of himfelf and his Profcflion s efpecially our
comp'ete Moralifts,who often firive mére for good carriage than
a good Confcicnce, and we above all, whe labour (perhaps fome
times too earneltly ! to be dignified Men I with it were alwaysin

“the Apofiles fence, when he calleth on us te wakk -worthy of the

Gofpel. But fomething fare there is.in it that he {o urgethit,
makes ¢ his only thing here; and elfewhere becometh earncit fuiter
for it, mapgnaks wv buds afies weplmoliowl, Ibefeech youthat
you would walk_worthy of the Vocation wherewith yom are called)
Ephef. 4. r. is {0 cameft for it,thac he ufech all means to cffe& it
by Exhartatiohs, Confolations, :Obreltations, 7apgrarsirs,
Tpguubsuero], poplupsucvor; that they would oAlk wor.
‘thy not only of the Gofpel, but of God bimfelf,who bad called
them t0 bis Kingdom and Glory, 1 Theff. 2. 11, 12.  And there-
forc for the further opening of it, give me leave briefly to (hewy
1. Whercin-this worthy bebaviowr efpecially confilts, and then,
2. The Arguments couched in the Text, which may move allto
endvavour af er it, -that fo we may better urge it in the Applica-
t on. -
" For the firft thercfore in general; The Scripture often makes
mention of a certain geuviTvs and tugmuosive, which is ordi-
narily tranfleced Honefty, but fignineth - penerally jthat 75 = pémor,
thatdecentand holy carriage of a Chriftiany” which the Apoftié
pot only here, but again' i the fourch Chaprerof chis Epiftle
points at in his Sovw osuve,dom ayvi,5om weos PIAK, 06 Lupuue
&-c. Whatfoever things are boeft.whatfocver sbings are pure, wh stfo-
vver-things are lovely, whatfoéver things are of grod repors,if there be
any Vertue, and if there be any Praife shank on thefe shings. A (ufe
ficient commentary upen this afies TATvede.
But yet more parcicilarlysAs the Spoufe hath both ax Eye and
& Chain, wherewith: fhe ravifheth the Heart of her Sivioury
- : Cant.




on PHILLIP. I. 27,

Cant. 4. 6. fo I conccive one part of this Converfation confifls in
that outward grave fober and amiable behaviour, which becom-
ethall, but efpecially a Chriltian, which the Apoftle bringsthe
Corintbians to Epift. 1. Chap. 11. 13. Judz inyour felves, is it
gomely, &c. which goeth through all both Vertues and Graces,
and giveth a fplendor to all ; nor yet only that which Echicks
help the Moralit to, but a Chriftian decency made up of gra-
vity and amiablenefs; the one arifing from a ferious and fetled
courfc of Godlinefs, and the other from inward peace of Con-
fcience, there being a Calm wichin, and therefore there muit
needs be a Serenity without.  Ani truly why (hould the Gofpcl
- only make Mcn untoward? or why (hould profeffors of it be éfpe-
cially blsmed for bad natures and harth carriages? Secing Flut’s
Divinity was,that Pulchrum ¢~ Bonum were the fame, and the
fame word fignificth boths why fhould they be fevered in us
that profefs more Divine Philofophy ? Not that I doubted that
many {uch iwputations are falfe of many Men ;s accounting it
unmunaerline(s and frowardnefs, when the Godly will ot run
with them imto the [ame excefs of Riot 5 Nor that I condemned all,
whofe natural difpofitions ar¢ more rough, and fo their carri-
age in this refpeét Iefs amigble.  No I know the Lord had ufe
of Jobn Baptit's more retired and auftere,as well aspf our Savi-
our’s more amiable and pleafing behaviour s Nor did he that firft
preached in that regard at firfl blemiih the Gofpel.

And vet I mult needs {2y that the Lacedemonians prayed well,

when they dcfired of God,ut pxlchra cum bonis iis tribueret 3 and
it would be well if Chriftians now would joyn both.  Foritit be
that, by which an Animal exceeds that which is Inanimate, that
together with bonum it can appetere paulchrum, which the Inani-
mate skills not ots let it ncver 'be chat, in which a Chriftien
fhall be infcriour to another, that whatever care he hath forthe
baWfulnefs, yet he (hould have none for the decency of his bcha-
viour. 1€ Ariftorle’s happy Man is always atrended upon with
his Pulcbritudo and Gratia, It's pity that our bleffed Man (hould

want either. «But this isonly the € bain about. the Spoufes. Neck >

the Fringe of that Garment that makes a Chriftiaas Proteffion and
bchavicur comly & glerious.And indeed were this all the Grace
that cou!d commend him or the Gofpcl,we might well (ay of it,as
fome of them did of theirs, that it were eburneum detrimentum 5
the painting only of (perhaps) a foul Face; not a vital fulgor, by.
which they ufe to dcfice true Beauty.

Aaag : 2. And
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2. And thercfore, as'they ufe to fay,that Gratia eft vitale,quod
& [pirismale 5 fo(in the fecond place Jthere is a more fpiritmal and
live Beauty, which addeth luftre to a Chriftian’s both Life and
Profeflion.I mean true fan&ifying Grace, which makes both him-
felf, 8 whatfoeverproceedethfrom him in this fence trulyGracioss.
And that this becometh the Gofpel of Grace, weﬁﬁ%e affured
it’s not the Pope’s triple-Crown, nor the Cardinal’s Scarlet, nor
the Papift’s exceflive pomp in their fervice,no nor their fpeaking
and writing for the honour of it, that commends it to the Worl
fo much as the faithful exprefling the Life and Power of it in
our Livesand Carriage ; for, before moft of thefe where heard of,
what was the reafon that a few mean Fifhermen and others of the
like condition could ever have been able to lead the whdle World
Captive, even compel all to come in, and to fubjedt themfelves to
the profefled obedience of the Gofpel? Was it not, becaufe that
Chrift and his Spirit ("as he had promifed them) was with them?
not only in their Preaching, but alfo in théir Carriage and Behas
viour, {o that they who otherwife were contemned as bafe, and
accufed as deceivers, could yet commend themfelves 1o Mens Confei.
ences though not .to their lufts y that they could appeal both to
God and Man in this cafe ; Te are Wisneffes,and God alfo,bow boli-

“ly and juftly@nd unblameably we bave bebaved owr felves among you

that believe, 1 Thefl. 2. 10. So that thoughin other refpeGs
menlooked at them as the filsh and off-foonring of the World,
yet in this they were the Glory of Cbhrit, 2 Cor. 8. 23,
In a word, fo many Graces arc as fo many Jewels that
adorn he Gofpel, and mike the Spoufc of Chrift glorions. So there
isa Beanty of Holinefs, Pfil. 29. 2. yea,a Majefty,and that’s
more. Thus by Faiththe Elders received a good Report, Heb. 11.
2. Andby true (aving Wifdome, Solomon aflureth us, we fhall
receive SEQXIOV Xx@(Twr, as the Septuagint, a Crows of Gloy,
as ours read it, Prov.4.9.Every particular Grace is part of aChuifti-
ansBeauty.But as they ufe to (ay Pulchritudo nonejt partisyfed com-
pofitis fo.the perfection of Beauty arifeth from all Graces, and a
PerfeGlionin all.  Which, though we cannot here %ttain to, yet
if we ftrive after it what we can, we fhall furely -;rocure either
love or revercnce.  If the Amiablenefs of Holinefs will not allure;
the Mujefty of it will daunt the proudett Scorner ; and why
may it not allure the moft obftinate, fccing it wins Grace in
God’s Eyes, and therefore may juftly challenge it in ours?. And
herenow I might open fuch a Cabinet of precious Jewels, I

: mean




om PRiLIP, I.27.
snean {omany feveral Graces, as were they put on, and worn by
us, would {o beautify every part of a Chriftian, that you thould

not {ec a Mirdecai tiding on Abafwerss Horfe with his Imperial
Robes and Crown, or another Fofepb with Pbaraob’s Ring on

his Hand, and a Chain of Gold abont bis Neck, with the People .

bowing the Knee, and crying Abrek s but a Man of God, par-
taker of the Divine Natwre, and well-nigh already glorified, and
fo both himfclf and his profeflion glorious in the Eyes of God,
and Angels. But all thefe curious picces I have not now leifure
to view 5 many of them you may in the following Chapters of
this Epiftle. I (hall content my {elf with two; which the Apo-
ftle unfolds in the latter part of this Verfe, in which he ufeth a
Metaphor taken from an Army, in which two things are requi-
zed for the comelinefs and fafeguard of it5> Unity amongft them-
felves 5 and Valour in beating back theadverfary.  Proportiona-
glc to which,two things he telleth us will become us in our war-
re. .
1. Mutual Love, that you fland faft in one Spirit with ome
Mind.
2. Conftancy and perfeverance in the Profeffion of the Truths
firiving together for the Faith of the Gofpel.
In the firlt place therefore for Love and Uaity. How well it
futes with the Gofpel we may conceive, in thatit’s called the
.Gofpel of Peaces Ephel. 6. 15. And therefore agreeth not with
our Heart-burnings and Diffenfions : Brings us glad tidings of
our reconciliation with God, and therefore, as Fofeph tohis
-Brethren, bids us take beed we fall not ows by the way. Thus we
fee, it fits wells and would it not be as comely as fissing > Yes,
furely. And therefore our Saviour makes one part of his Spou-
fes Beauty,that ber Teeth are like a Flock, of Sheep, whereof every
one beareth Twins, as well to exprefs Love as Fruitfulnefs. And
was it not this truc-hearted Love,in baving all things common, in
oontinning(opobuuadov)with one accord in the Temple, in eating
their Meat with gladnefs and in finglenefs of Heart, and the like,
which made thofe firft Chriftians (A&s 2. 46, 47) bave favour
with all the people 5 that, becaule the multitude of thems. 1hat be-
lieved were of one Heart and one Sonl, sherefore great Grace was wp-
on them all, A&s 4.32, 33 ? And the fame, believe it, would be
upon usall, if we, asthey, according to the Apoftle’s Exhor-
tation here,would now ftand &v &vi ovefuoli, wid v inone
Spirit; thatis, havingoneand the fame {pirit of Grace dvlgel-_
: ing
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ling in us,and thence with one Mind, Will and Affc&ion; or,ixs
one Spirit, (as {ome expound it)-in one Fudgment: not one Paxl,
and anather Apollss, rot fome Lutberans, and others Caluvinifts,
not (>me Remonftrants, and others Contra-Remonftrants 5 but all
of one mind in Chrift: foras they ufe to fay of an unnataral
Birth that hath two Heads, if it have but one Heart, though it be
to be taken for one Man,yet it is 2 Monfter:So as long as we have
one Heart, and agreeing in the main we may grow up into one
Man: yet, it as many Heads, there be o many Opinions and
‘?ndgm0nt:, it will be, if not unnatural and monftrous, yet, I am

ure ungracious and uneemly.  For we (hould fland v evi wrel-
wallt, and withal &v wia Levxy with one Soul and loving affe@i-:
on to cach other,without hatred and variance, and ftrife and fe-
ditions, in the Bowels of Mercy and mecknefs, and tender af-
feltion, forbearing and forgiving one another, ar God for Chrif's
Jake bath forgiven us 5 which it we did, and were thus knit to-
getherin Judgment and Afke¢tion, how mich it would adom
and advantage the Gofpel, 1{ay not, becaufe I cannot fufficient-
ly.  Yetthis I can, that however bodily and outward comlinefs
may be called (as it is) Coscors difcordis, & amicainimicitia, yet
in this inward and fpiritual Beauty Plato’s “Divinity is again
true, thac makes Unum and Pulchrum che (ames a chief pait of
it confifting in this Holy Uaity and Wniformity.

2. Which adds ttrength likewife to that other Grace of cop-
ftancy and Perfeverance in the Profeflion of the Truth, when we
do not only ttand together,buc (tand fat, and fight for the Faith of
the Gofpel, as our Apoftlcaddcth.  Which” how anfwerable it s
likewifc to the Gofpel, this only were fufficient o manifeft , in
that it (hews what Chrilt endured for us, and therefore may juft-
ly call on us to indure fomething for him; and cruly if it bring
to us the fure merciosof Qavid, wethould nor be anfwerable to
it, if we thould prove Flinchers.  If it be an .everlafting Gofpel,
Revel. 14. 6. It would be very unfic thae we thould be Jike.thofe
Tegokaeal, Matth. 13. 21. which for a while belicve, and in
time of tentation fall away.  Nor can we more dithonour the
Gofpel, than if by falling off in harder times we proclaim to
the World, that we ftnd not {o much good in it, as at firft we
thought for 5 as on the contrary,we cannot otherwite bring more
creditco it, than whillt we do cvykanomadéy T wayyehie,
#ake part (and happy affli®ions, in which we have fuch a bleffed

.Partner) with the Gofpel in its aflillions (as the Apoftle’s phrafe

15
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is2 Tim. 1. 8.) weletall Men kuow, that we indeed account
it tvayyiMov, good News, which we will willingly dye for. This
is that for which Faflin Martyr and Esfebins tor the honour of
Chrift fet him bctore the chiefelt of the Heathen Philofophers,
that he had {0 many thoufands ambitious of fhedding their Blood
in the defence of his Caufe and Gofpel : which none of them
could fay of their followers.  Yea this Glory rcflets upon our
felveslikewife. So Peter aflurcs usithat if we be reproached for the
Name of Chrift, a Spirit of Glory remains upon us, 1 Pet. 4.
14. yea, though we dye for it, yet Stepbens Face will evex then
Jvine a5 an Angels : So that however fome iudeed, fike our nice
Dames that would tvme gewwiiow tv owphi, cannos endsre Perfe-
ention, Galat. 6. 12. would not bave their Heads cut off in
Chrift’s Caufe, for fpoiling their Beards, would profefs
the Gofpel, but it muft be aveciuacri axovirl, as thinking Blood
and Duft would fpoil their effeminate Beauty s yee, believeit, a
noble Chriftian-Souldier is moft glorious (as the Scripture faith
of his Saviour, Ifa. 63. 1.) in bis Clothes died red, in his own
and Enemsies Blood. Such sefplendent Stars fhine brighteft in
fuch Frofty Winter-Nights. There be three things,(aith Solomen,
which gowell, yea there are fowr which are comely in going (and

that comelinefs for kind, is that which we now fpeak of ) s Lion,

which is firongeft amorigss Beafts, and surnesh nos away for any; a
Grey-Hound, an Hee-Goas alfo, and a King, againft whom tbere is
no rifing sp, Prov. 30.29,30,31. I mayadd one more to thofe
four 5 and yetadd nothing to Scripture; viz. argfolved and fet.
led Chriftian, which indced in this kind exceeds themall. For
if a valiant Knight bravely mounted be one of the three moft
glorious fights in the World, how gloriousa fpeacle will it be
to fee the Man of God armed with that Heavenly Panoply, ridin

in triumph, msore than congmering, trampling under foot bot

frowns and favours of either flattering or p:rfecuting World, and
all the Enemies of his Salvation fo glorioufly, as that Death,
which takes away his Life, addeth to his Glory! Thus thofe no-
ble Heroes , thofe Chriftian- Worthjes, I mean thofe blefled
Martyrs,lie now in honour, not only with Swords under their
Heads, which was the Heathen Worthies honour, Ezek, 32. 27.
but, as they fay at the Head of Mabomets Tomb there is fuch
a Carbuncle that lightens all the Room (though otherwife dark )
whereitiss fo truly this Crown of Martyrdom, is fo befet with

fuch fparkling Rubies, that ftill they fhine like Starsin the Fir-
Bbb A mament >

381



332

1 King. 9,33

SER M, XXI

mament 5 their conftancy lightens their Graces, and the tr;d dye
of thcir Blood was the icﬁ Vermilion to adorn their Tombs:
the Blood of them long fince dead yet fpeaketh, as condemning

‘the ungrateful World, who {o ufed thems o to the Eternal

Renown both of them and the Gofpel.

And thus we have fcen the way how we may walk worthy of
the Gofpel. If now we enquireafter Arguments to per{wade us
to endeavour after it, the Text affords us three. The firft in
the word moAilvede, becaufle our Life is a Converfation. And f-
condly, becaufe it’s the Gofpel.. And thirdly, the Gofpel of
Chriff, which we muft labour thus to adorn.

Firft, our lifcis a Comverfation, we live amongft others, and

“they either good or bad : and in regard of both, we have necd,

what we can,to be careful,

As, firft, we fhould confidey,that welive in the Bofome of the
Church amongt the faithful, are Citizens of the City of Gad,
the Heavenly Jerufalems and therefore it ffands us in hand that
wt Celorum municipes nos geramus (as fome read the twentieth
Verfe of the third Chapter of this Epiftle) fo as may be for the
honour of our felves and Country. For let Rome be w méAss #
37‘10@‘.; Revel. 18. 10. & ueydhn, Revel., 14. 8. Let Venice
pride it felf in being called the Rich,and Milain the Famous, and
Bononia the Learned, &c. ¥ect Fernfalem is ambitions of no
greater Title, than tobe fliled &yl wt\is, Matth.4 . 5. to tell
us that are true Denifans there,what we thould be, that,liowever,
if welived in the Land of Cabul (as Hiram called the Cities that
Solomon gave him) I mean, in Sinks of Superftition and Profanc-
nefs,we might have fome pretence for putting in pra&ice that Di-
velith Proverb, €um Inpis nlulandum,as if in the old Lacedemo-
njan Common-wealth Theft might have befcemed us, or if in
Plato’s Polity , fhameles Community, or if in Epicurns
his School, brutih Luxury and the like, yet that the

"Church of God will be no Pander for our Lufts: and therefore

whofoever by his bad Life (hall ftain its Beauty, however he
may be reckoned in the outward number, yet.in truth isbut a
Stranger from the Common-wealth of Ifrael.

2. Butbefides the Faithful, there are others worfe affe@ed -
which, as long as we arc here below, we muft fometime converfe
with. Wicked and wnreafonable Mex more than enough, that at
our leaft flips will be ready to fay,as they, Ezek. 36. 20. Thefe
are the people of the Lord, thefc are the devout Profeffors of our

- times
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times, and the likeor worfe. If the kindred of Chrift will fay .

He is mad, the Pharifces will be avimated to fay be bath s Devil, C4rroright,

- Mark 3. 21, 22, And therefore we havé good caufe to be wa-
ry. Some Michals there will be, that wiﬁ deride David,when
he behaveth himfelf mott fcemly 5 but will be fure to lay on load
when they find him tripping.  It’s with a Chriftian, as with a
Man in the Sun-fhine; which way foever he turneth himfelf, he
will have a black fhadow cither go before him, or follow him ; as
Tertullian complained in his time, were he a Sober Wile Man be-
fore that he wasconverted to be a Chriftian,then he turned Fool,
and his formér worth added to his prefent bafenefs : but if be-
fore-time he had been lafcivious and vicious, no better Argument
againtt the Chriftians, that they all were but a company of fuch
like perfons ; fo that if they could not find a fault, yet malice -
would make one.  And then, how circumfpedily had we need to
converle, that, whereas this way is every where fpoken, againft, our
lives may fpeak for us,when ncither we nor others.can; and that
whereas we may be fure that there will ever be fome that will
Jpeak all manner of evil of s, our carriage may thew that it’s
falfty, and for Chrift's (ake rather than our own, and (o either
win fuch as fpesk againft xs as evil doers (x Pet. 2, 12.) or at leaft
not harden them in their evil courfes, but put to filence she ignpr
rance of foolifp Men, (v- 15. of that Chapter, ) yea and make
[uch afhamed that falfly accu]g our good Converfation.in Chrift(in che
16th. verfe of the following.)
- A fecond Argument to perfwade us is, That it is the Gofpel, that
we fhould thus adorn;  which truly may challenge fo much at
our hands : forif welook atitin it felf, it's the Glorions Gofpel
of our bleffed God, 1Tim. 1. 11. yea Glory > exceeding Gloryin
the Abftra&, 2 Cor.3.10. Pitty therefore that it thould be ftain-
ed by our foul Conver(ation, which fhould be Rept withous fpor,
senrebukable, as Paul exhorts Timothy, 1. Tim. 6. 14. Orif we
confider what it is to us, it will require no le(s at our hands ; for
it is no other than the King of Heaven’s Pardon, fent to us Con-
demned Wretches, thatbrings glad tidings tous of Freedom
and Salvation. And how unfitting then would it be for us to
take it and trample it under foot, or any ways flight and abufe
it. Ans yet.no better do wicked Men deal withit, who, as
they are faid (in this fence) o do violence to the Law,Ezck. 22.26.
So in a manaer by their foul lives they pat both Chrift and his
Golpel to an open fhame. ;V;H b but fure fo good News defer;
’ 2 - vet

3%



384

SER M. XXI,

- veth a better welcome, and what can fuch Men expe&, which do

not only negled, butin a manner defpife fo great Salvation? Fear-
ful it will be when our Phylick proves our Poy(on s and the Gof-
pel, that fhould fpeak Peace to our Comfort, fhall witnefs a-
inft us to our Condemnation. How much better would it be-
eem and profit us, that whereas God hath beerufted usall with
the Gofpel, that we would now ftand out &v 7% &mohoyia &
peCaicirus T8 Evajyehis, as the Apoftle exhorts in the 7th verle
of this Chapter, in the Apologyof it, that whereas it is accufed
for a Do@rincof Licentioufnefs, our lives might fhew ¢hat the
Gofpeldoth not abrogate the Law, but that that parc of this
fecond Covenant is true, that indeed God puts bis fear into oxr
Hearts, that we depart mot from bim : and again ¢v peCoidsa,in
the confirmasion of it, that whereas the Devil and his Inftruments
labour by all means to fubvert both it and the Profefors of it, we
wogld now, asthe Apoftic’s word is, cuvaON\Woos, - frive sogether
for tbe Faish of tbe Gofpels in all our Enterprifes have this laid
down beforchand, me guid Refp. desrimemi, &c. that the Gol-
fpel be not prejudiced, that our weaknefles redound not to the
weakning of the common caufe, yea, with Pasl, 1 Cor. 9. 12,
gf':‘ any thing, fuffer ol things, ather than binder the Gofpel f

3 Butif all this yet will not, yet, feeing, as-the Apoftle adds,
it’s the Gofpel of Chrift , let bimat leaft prevail with us to give
due refpect to him in the Gofpel : For him we acknowledge to
beourKing. And would not.our bad lives make ftrangers ac-
cufe his Laws and Government ? Heis our glorious Head, and
would not our deformed behaviours make his myftical Body like
fome Hippocentaureor Monfter, as the Fathers ufe to urge this
againft their femi-Chriftians? In a word, we profefs our felves
Cbriftians, (o that though we have riches, and honours, and o-
‘ther fuch outward dignities, yet we will do Chrift fo much ho-
‘mour, as to be named (from none of thefe, but) only from him
Chriftians. “And doth it not then ftand us in hand to take heed,
left we only in truth get the honoar by having fuch a glorious
Name caliedupon us, and Chrift rather the dithonour by having

~his Name put upon them that are altogether unworthy ? as
though our Bleffed Saviour had not ¢ndured thame enough for.us
already, that we need now again caft more upon him, and fo in
"a manner again Crucify the Lerd of Glory > No: Beloved, he in-
~* dured fhame enough in that fhameful Death, and therefore ':;



on PuirLrLrIpe. 1. 27,

had need live to his praifesthame in wearing thatCrownof Thorns,
but it was, that we (hould be made 78 Movoyerss oes stavos(as
Nyfien fpeaks) the Crown of Chriftof precious ftones, inftead of
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that of Thorns.And therefore we need look to it,left whilft we re-

main ungodly in the Boforne of the Church,we be no better than

Briers and Thorns again platted into this glorious Crown, and

at laft he fay to us,Friend,bow cameft thou bither ? For be we aflu-

~ red, that however Heisour Mediator to reconcile us to God,
yet he will never unite thofc that are and ftill remain in their fil-
thinefs to fuch a Sacred Majefty: and though he be pleafed to ad-
mit us into his fervice, yet God forbid it fhould ever be (aid of us
in this cafe,as it was of Shebnas in another, that we fhould be the
Jhame of owr Lords Hoafe, Ifa. 22.21. .

More fhame then for our carnal Gofpellers, that by their foul
Tives caft fhame on the Gofpel of Chrilt, thatfwear,and lye,and
drink, and drab, and yet forfooth muft needs_be good Chrifti-
ans, that are lawlefs and profane, and commit the reft of the fins

- geckoned up, 1 Tim, 1.9, 10. which the Apottle there calls av-
Tinelueve flat contraries to the found Doélrine of the glorious Gof-
peb of the Bleffed God, and yet would fpic in that Man’s Face,that
would deny them to be as good Profeffors of the Gofpel as any.
It was part of the Primitive Churches Apology, T dvoua cs
fAeyxor Aaupdvile, The Name of a Chriftian only was their
accufation, qwis nominis eft prelium: but for other matters they,
were proceeded againft prefumptis,non probatié criminibus, as Ter-
sullian fpeaks: And I would to God it were no more now, that
in thefe happier days, when through God’s infinite Mercy we
need not be athamed of the profeffion of Chriftianity, we were
not now a fhame to it by our bad. behaviours. I confefs Chrifti-
ans in thofe former times were thouﬁht badly enough of. Chbrifti--
ansuws omwism [celernm rewm, 8c. othersthought fo, and it was-
well they did but think and fufpe& what they could not prove.
Now Turks and Infidels think we are loofe and licentious, and.
it werewell they did but think {o.ProfaneWretches fay that many.
profeffors of the ways of Grace are Hypocrites, and it were.
well they did but fay fo. They fay, the beft of us anfwer not

Ufe. 1.

our Profeffion 5 and it were very well if it were their {aying on--

ly, and that we could anfwer all their accufations, as Paxl did.
Tersullus his flanders, 48s 24.13. Neither can they prove the things,,
whereof they now accnfe me. Nay, rather are there not many.
thatinftead of Jiving as it becometb the Gofpel, (as the Prophet.
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fpeaketh of the Jews) even feparate themfelves 1o that (hame, Hoﬁ
: g.)c:o: that bcmlgc themfelyes to fuch thameful and bafe pra&ices,

as a barbarous Pagan would bluth, a Sacrates or Ariftides would
fwoon to behold? and foeven teach Men wickedne/s, as God com-
plaineth of the Jews, Fer. 2. 33. or rather oftentimes do that

. which they aré athamed to commit, and {0 juftifie them in all

their abominations, Jer. 2. 1v 1 {peak not this to difgrace my
R:l:{g‘i'on, or my’BtOthcr that beareth the Name of Chrift as

- wellas my felfs as though the Turks live like Men, and we like

Dogs, as theyarepleafed to calluss or that there were more
Atheifm and Prophanenels in England, than in Raly; or that
there were more Villany committed in oyr Churches, than in
thofe Popifh Cages of mnclean Birds s or as though Campian’s
Brag were truc, Catholicoseffe qui argemtum refolvans quod de-
bent, 8c. Nor yet favouring thofe rigid Cenfurers, (however
othcr Men bear that blame) that for any unfeemly carriage of
Profeflors cry out prefently of Hypocrifie, whichin another
Man would be more charitably imputed to Humane frailey :
Yet we cannot but conceive how dithonourable it is to Chrift
and the Gofpel, for the Dasghters of the Philiftines to be afba-

" med of the lewd ways of Gods People, Ezck.16.27. for Twurks and

Pagans (as we know Amurath the {econd at the Battle at Parns
did) to pray to Chrift to revenge the Chriftians Perfidy. Little
do we confider what Difhonour God hath amongft them by our
finful carriage, nor how many bad tums we do, not only to
Turks and Pagans, in keeping them off from embracing the
Gofpel, which we fo difgrace, but likewife to many poor Chri-
flians under their Tyranoy, whilk through the Chriftians
wicked behaivour they think they do God fervice, and a great
benefit to poor Soul:,whilft they conftrain them to Abjure their
Faith and Baptifm : And fo we kill two at one firoke, narhely,
we harden the Perfecutor, and hazard the Chriftian’s either
temporal Life, or Faith and Salvation. Thus we are an occa--
fion of their denying Chrift, and in {o doing do little better our
felves.  For Tertullian, and thafe firft Chriftians though that
there was another way, than by open denying of Chrift, to be
excluded from the Name of a Chriftian, Si faciamss que faci-
unt non Chriftiani, excludimur, faith he. - “And therefore let
us look to our felves in this refpec : for the Few blafphemes
Chrift, the Turk prefers Mabomet before Him, and the poor
Indian and barbarous Pagan lives like a Beaft in a Man’s thape.

Thefe




om PHiLiPp. 1.27.

Thefe things, and the like, they do: Take we heed therefore
left, whilft we equalize or exceed them in thefe cr the like, we
Iazard not the Benefit of ‘our Chriftendom.,

And therefore, to conclude with Exhortation, we are all to
be intreated, that whereas weall (however fome do injurioufly
impropriate the Name, I (ay, whereas we all) would be ac-
counted Evangelici, Profeflors of the Gofpels that we would

not now deal with the Goffel, as the Fews did with the Law,_

who carried it along with them in their Clothes, but not in their
Hearts : So we have it only in outward Profefflion, but expre(s
it neicher in Heart nor Life : But as we have a worthy Profeffion,
fo let us walk worthy of it, and let ue ever account it as our Duty
(with Paxl, Rom. 1,16.) Not to be afpamed of the Gofpel of
Chrit, f{o our happine(s, if we be not a fhame to it, but rather
ador it by an holy converfation, that our Lives and the Gofpel,

like two Glaffes refle@ing one upon another, may give mutu- -

al luftre to cach other; that (on the one fide) the Gofpel may

be an Argument of our praife, as Pasl faith 2 Cer. 8. 18. of a .

Brother, that bis praife was in-the Gofpel : And (on the other)
we may add f{omething to its Beautys That what Pawl faid of
the Law, Rom, 7. 12. all Men that look on our Lives, may
comfefs of the Gofpel, that it’s Holy, Fuft, aud Good, when they
fee it makes usfo. Efpecially this concerns us that livein thefe
Places and Times : For, if the Apoftle, Ross. 13. 13 when this
Som of Righteowfnefs was in a manner but new rifen, called up-
on them to walk, vqupuedvas 65 & wuipa, we may well think
what the Lord expeits of us, upon whom this glorious Light
hath fo tong thone in its full Brightnefs. However the dark uight
of Igmorance draweth a Vail over the Pagams fhame, yet fure the
Yeaft mote wiil be feen in our Sen-frine; fo that, as what is but
YO0, i.e. Folly (orfomewhat unfavory) is she Propbests of
Samaria, Jer.23.13. In the Propbets of Formfalem, (Ver. 14.)
is M WY, a Matter fo berrible as might make a Mans hair
ftand up an end (as the word fignificth) : So whatin a Pagaw’s
mouth is but ax idle word, in a Chriftians (in 'a Minifter’s efpe-.
cially, as Berward obferves) is well nigh a Blafphemy. Yea,
that very tuTpamihia (as fome expound it) which in their
opinion and behaviour is a Virtue, we muft look at as the thing
not firting, Ephel. 5.4. Take we heed cherefore that we do
not now Contra folem mingere, (as the Proverbis) that 2 re-

-bel not againft she Light, as $ob phrafethit, Chap.24. 13. ﬁut
when
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when we are about the commiffion of any Sin, let us bethink our

fclves where we are,it’s boly Grownd we ftand on3 in Gods Hosfe
and Temple : And therefore Holine[s becometbit for ever: And

therefore would be very unfeemly, if we deal with it as Febu

did with the Howf of Baal (‘2Kings 10.27.) make it 4 Dranghe-

Hoxfe, a Sink and Dung-hill for all the Filth of our fcul Courfes:

For if a fin committed in a material Temple adds to the Abo-
mination, fure the Holinefs of this Spiritwal Temple makes fin

committed in ity out of meafure finful. Confider, I fay, where

we are. Our Life is 2 Converfation, and therefore we had need
look how we bebave owr [elves im the Howfé of God, (as Panl

{peaks to Timothy) and thac we have Preaching lives, by which

we may fpeak a word of Comfort and Encouragement to the
Godly, of Reproof to the convition and converfion of che
Wicked, and may be Examples to all, as Pul‘fay'i of the Thef
Jalonians, 1. Epift. Chap. 1. v.7. a5t }wécSul Uuds TUrs in the
plural Number, to fignifie, as Bezs fitly notes % thg place,
Tot fuille velusi comfamsie Typos, qmot evams alonicenfim
capita. :

“Confider likewife what it is we profe(s§ It’s a pwre Religions
and therefore, asa pure Virgin, cannot but bluth at the unfeemly
behaviour of her followers. It’san bigh Calling we sre called
to, Phil. 3. 14. and therefore we fhould walk worthy of i,
Ephef 4. 1. 1t’s a Glorions Gofpel, 2 Cor. 4. 4. and therefore

. more fhame for us ény ways to blemifh the Glory of it. Un.

worthy we, if we walk not anfwerable; unworthy of Chrift,
if we trample under-fons bis Bloods unworthy of the Gofpel, if
we dithonour it, and therefore worthy to be condemned for
that, which we will not be faved by.

"Conlfider, Laftly, What we our felves are, that I may not
(becaufe indeed I Gnnot) fay more. we are Chriffians. And
then (as Nebemiab faid) Sball fuch Men as we do this great fin,
both againft God and our Prefeflion ? Chiltians were wont to be
able to challenge all their Accufers, and clear themfelves of all
falfe Accufations, witha Fama fols confeia cft feelersm Chriftia-
#orum. Yea, Eufcbius makes a Chriftian, and one thit excels in
Grace, to be Terms convertible : By which Argument he proves,
that dbrabam, and the Faithful before him, %'yap A, pun ovi-
tremt (though not (o called, yet) in effe@ were true Chriftis
ans. * Aud we may obferve in Pasls Epiftles, that when he
fpeaks of thole fins which other Men are ordinarily defiled t;]y,

J
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‘e fiill excepts the Chriftian.  As, whereas others work all wn-
cleannefs with greedinefi , yet yom bave wot fo learned Chrip,
- Ephef. 4.20. And, Such were fome of you, but ye are wabed,
&c. 1Cor.6. 11« And others are like Ground which beareth
Tborns and Briers, which is nigh to Cyrfing, &c. But, Beloved, we

are perfawaded besser things of you, and things that aocompany Sal-

wation, Heb. 6.9. All this to teach us, that whatever other
Men be, or doy yet that we fhould think thofe fins, which will
ftand with another Man’s Profeflion, are notwithftanding un-
warthy of us that profefs the Gofpel; who fhould fhine 6is @a-
SHpes v wiouc, Phil. 2.35. Providing for things boneft in
she fight of all Men, Rom. 12.17. That they.fecing our holy
Demeanour, may glorific eur Saviour, whom we partly adore
and partly imitate 3 and reverence His Gofpel, which we pro-
fefs and adorm. And left any {hould think, that thus.to live
belongs to them that need mind nothing elfe, and thus to adsms
#be Gofpel is for fuch only, whom God hath adorned with greater
Gifts, and fet in more eminent Places, and {0put upon greater
Occafions and Employments. Give me leave to add this, thae,
as I faid before,cvery faving Grace is part of a Chriftians beauty,
even.the Feet are beautifnl, Rom. 10.15. And the Gofpel may
not only be adorned by exa& looking to the great things of the
Law, but even in the ufe of things in themfelves ingiﬂ'crent.
So Panl {peaks of Apparel becoming Women profefing Godlinefs,
1 Tim. 2. 10. And {o we may of the ufe of Meat and Drink,
and Recreations; in all, in the leaft we 1may, we muft labour
to have our Converfation as becometh the Gofpel. And for the
Perfons whom this concerns, they areall, none excepted. For
though (Iconfc(s) by how much a Man’s Place and Gifts are
more eminent, he be further engag:d in this Duty 5 and o the
Magiftrate efpccially is bound to look to it, that both private
Carriage and publick Government be for the credit and advan-

- tage o% the Gofpcl; and above all, we the Minifters of the
Gofpel are in a efpecial manner betrafted with it, as Pawl fpeaks
of himfelf, 1 Thef. 2.4. And therefore as it is moft fearful,when
our lives are {0 Scandalous, that with Eli's Sons we make Men
sbbor the Offiring of the Lord, even defpife that, which they fee
we {o abufe: So on the contrary, it would be more feemly for
us to magnifie the Gofpel as well by our Living, as by our Preach-
ing 3 fothat whilft by the one we labour to beges Men to God,
by theother (Imean a Godly life) we might as it were hang
SO . Ccc . good-
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goodly PiGures before them, as they ufe to do before Women

_ conceiving, that the Birth may be m e beautitul 5 £ that they

may conceive (as Facob’s Sheep did wh it they looked upon the
Rodr) whillt they look upon us tos Examples of decent and
odly Behaviour.  But though we clpecislly, yet not we only,
gut cvery Chriftian of what rank and condition focver, is bee
trutted with the credit of the Gofpel.  For proof of which, I
refer you only to the fecond of the Epifile to Titus, wherein-
deed he begins with him as the Minifter, and for his Do&rine,
he muft {peak fuch things which become found Dollrine, ver. 1.
and for his Life, he would have him in all things fhew bimfelf
& Patern .f good Works, tht be that i of the comtrary part may be
afbamed, having no cvil thing to fpeak of him, ver.7,8. But
et withal he calleth for a Bebaviour becoming Godlinefs in dd
¥Women, for they muft be ¢v xavasiudll ite gopewels, ver. 3
And for young Women, whofe more wanton Behaviour, might
have expected fome exemption,yet he tells them that it belongs to
them alfo to look to their Behaviour, that the Word of God be nst:
Bblafphemed, ver.5. And Servants lattly, which perhaps might have
thought, they had enough to look to, if they could procure only-
their Mafter’s profit and credit; yetin o doing, he tells them,
there is anorher thing they mutt look after, v Thv Nidxoxachlar
T8 owTHe g5 WGy 0% Koo v woa,That they adorn the Do
&rine of God owur Saviowr in all things, ver. 10. So that the
meanelt Veflels in God’s Houfe, are Veffels of Homoxr, and none
in the Church fo low, but thatas his fins may dithonour, fo
his holy and decent Behaviour in his rank and condition may
bring fome Credit to the Gofpel.
Now what an happy thing would it be, if we would from
the higheft to the loweft, fet our felves in good earncft to the
Practice of this Duty ? What a glorious fight would it be to-

. fee the Magiftrate governing, and the Subje& obeying, the

Minifter preaching, and all of us in fome meafure living fo &
becometh.the Gofpel? Such a well-ordered Army, where every.
one did {o keep hisPlace and Rank, would be a SpeQacle fit for
an Angel’s fight and admiration. Sure they would not be afha--
med then to behold us. (as- now oftentimes they are at our
Abominations) but might well look at us as in a manner emu-
Iating their Divine Hierarchies, and pra&ifing that here, which

_ at laft together with them we fhall be taken up -with in Heaven

br ewer..
Which
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Which I may add asa further Motive to this Duty; and Wwich
which in a word I will conclude. '

Beloved, This life of ours fhould be but a Prelsdium to Hes.
ven, which we all look after. Now there is no finful or unbe-
feeming Behaviour of any, but allare and do that which becomes
their glorious Condition, and therefore it would be well, if we
would in this refpec begin our Heaven betimes here on Earth,
and labour to adorn our {elvesand the Gofpel, with thofe Graces
bere, which will be the greateft pare of our Glory shere. In-
deed, as the Romans were wont to hang their Bulle about the
Necks of their Free-born children, which, when they came to
Man’s Eftate and Age, were laid afide: So Chryfojtome, in his
Preface to this Epiftle obferves, that fome Graces, that'adorn us
here, we (hall not need theres not Faith, becaufe the Promife
is fulfilled 5 not Repemtance, becaufe no Sin to caufe it 5 nor
Bowntifulne(s, becaufc no Poor to receive it (which yet in this

our Non-age we muft in part be adorned with). But befides |

there are others, as Holinefs and Purity, Love of God and our
Brethren, and the like common to both Eftates 5 here defeive,
but theremade fully perfe@.  And,in regard of all, even whil@
we are here below, we muft labour to have owr Conver/ation in
Heaven, Phil. 3.20. Begin todo that now, which we (hall do
there for ever : Begin to Tune and Sing that sew Soug ‘in the
Revelation) here, which will be turned into thofe Heavenly

Hallelujabs, there to be Sounded out by us with the whole Quire

of Heaven to our everlating comforts.
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